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EXAMINATION OFFICERS NEWSLETTER – JULY 2014
Welcome to the Summer Newsletter.  The Summer Upgrade 2014 (7.158) will have new features for Examinations.  
Please see the individual links to the Scomis Website FAQs which will give you access to all documents and PowerPoint’s relating to the information set out in the newsletter.  Any updates will be posted, as and when they become available, on the Scomis Website.  
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 Indicates important information and/or documents to be printed for reference.
THE UPGRADE WILL BE AVAILABLE AS FOLLOWS: [image: image2.png]



Hosted (Terminal Server) Schools - Friday 18th July/ Saturday 19 July
Upgrade Service Schools - Will be contacted to book dates for the upgrade
Own Upgrade Schools - Files will be available via SOLUS on Friday 18th July - schools should be aware that an IT Technician should be on-hand to complete the upgrade prior to the download of examination results.
Two key points to be aware of after the upgrade has been deployed and prior to downloading results and running PI Data Collation: [image: image3.png]



1. The latest QAN Catalogue needs to be downloaded from the DfE website and imported via SIMS.net Homepage | Tools | Examinations | Import Qualification Data.
2. The SIMS Summer 2014 release provides enhancements to the Performance Indicator calculations which rely upon the import of a new Performance Measures XML file derived from the RRQ (Register of Regulated Qualifications).  The Performance Measures XML file can be downloaded from the Scomis website.  
The Performance Measures File is a ZIP file and therefore requires extracting.  Terminal Server schools – please ensure you save the above files into a folder you can access within Terminal Server - then ONCE THE SUMMER UPGRADE HAS BEEN COMPLETED, import the file into SIMS | Examination | Import Qualification Data.

Uploading and Importing the Current QAN Catalogue – http://faq.scomis.org/kb12294
Performance Measures File – http://faq.scomis.org/kb9824
There are also 2 reports available from the route Tools | Examinations | Import Qualification Data.  At the base of the screen you will see Review QAN Import with the new reports for Certification Elements without QANs and Certification Elements with Unmatched QANS.  These will allow you to check the integrity of the QANS in the basedata.  Both of these reports check the QAN information held for the past 4 years.
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HOUSEKEEPING: [image: image5.png]



1. Setup Exams Embargo – Tools | School Setup | Results Embargo
2. Tidy Examin Directory – Create archive folder and put old results files into this folder – rule of thumb – only keep a year in archive folder.

3. Create Result Marksheets if you use these.

DISCOUNTING: [image: image6.png]



Further information regarding discounting can be found from Page 32 of Processing Results and Calculating PI Data in SIMS – http://faq.scomis.org/kb9853
Additional information is also available on Page 4 of the Results Day Survival Kit – please see link below.

RESULTS DAY SURVIVAL KIT: [image: image7.png]



Provides the most up-to-date information to enable schools to achieve the successful download of results and subsequent analysis – http://faq.scomis.org/kb9818
REFRESHING EXAMS BASEDATA: [image: image8.png]



Please see page 2 of the Results Day Survival Kit – from the link above.
CHANGES TO THE EDIT PERFORMANCE INDICATORS: [image: image9.png]



The Edit Performance Indicators data entry and support routes have been removed from Examinations Organiser and are now available from the SIMS Homepage as follows:

Tools | Examinations | Import Qualification Data

Tools | Examinations | Edit PI Data
Tools | Examinations | PI Reports

Tools | Examinations | PI Setup

The Performance Indicator Process in SIMS is set out from the following and includes information on the collation and calculation of results:

Please refer to page 6 of the Results Day Survival Kit – from the link above.
MISSING QCA CODES: [image: image10.png]



If QCA Codes are missing, then the Broadsheet Review Report will not acknowledge that particular Award.
Please see the documents entitled:
Missing QCA Codes Report – http://faq.scomis.org/kb12291
Attaching QCA Codes - http://faq.scomis.org/kb9780
IMPORTING OCR NATIONAL RESULTS TO SIMS IN THE SUMMER SERIES: [image: image11.png]



Full details can be found at: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171387-importing-ocr-nationals-results-to-sims-in-the-summer-series-summer-2014.doc
IMPORTING CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL RESULTS TO SIMS IN THE SUMMER SERIES: [image: image12.png]



Full details can be found at: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171385-importing-cambridge-technicals-results-to-sims-in-the-summer-series-summer-2014.doc
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Instructions on receiving BTEC results through EDI and how to download these onto Terminal Server are available from the document entitled:
Full details can be found at: http://faq.scomis.org/kb9793
PROBLEMS IMPORTING LARGE RESULTS FILES:

If you experience problems importing a large file, please contact the Scomis Service Desk and we will split the file on your behalf.

OPENING TIMES OF SCOMIS HELPDESK ON 13/14 AUGUST AND 20/21 AUGUST: [image: image14.png]





7.30 AM – 17.00 PM

CONTACT NUMBER: [image: image15.png]





01392 385300

Remember to look at the Scomis website as any news items will be published under Bulletins to keep schools informed of any known issues etc.  

All information is correct as of 16/07/2014.

Please also be aware, it is not always possible to get through the school switchboard during the Summer holidays.  If you would like to let me have a mobile number or direct line to contact you on, please email this to me directly sue.donkersley@devon.gov.uk.  This will only be given out to another member of staff if we need to contact you directly.

Good luck!

Sue

Sue Donkersley
Scomis Consultant

  

Great Moor House, Bittern Road, Sowton, Exeter, EX2 7NL
Phone: 01392 385300    Fax: 01392 385315

General enquiries scomis@devon.gov.uk 
Scomis Website www.scomis.org  
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